
Design and Development of a 

Multicultural Emerging Scholars Program 

at the University of Toledo

Summer Bridge and Living Learning Community

Anthony Quinn, Willie McKether, Barb Schneider, Tiffany Whitman







Unacceptable Graduation Rates

Â African Americans and Latinos with HS GPA 

below 3.0 ïless than 10% graduation rate in the 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics



What is our mission as academic institutions 

ïparticularly public universities?

Do we recruit highly accomplished students and 

then take pride in watching them succeed

or

Do we strive to educate all of the interested people 

in our society/community



Challenges to Developing 

Intervention Programs

Â Institutional Support

Â Financial Hurdles ïstrapped budgets

Â Cost Effectiveness ïcan you expand best practices

Â Collegial Support

Â Are they, underprepared students, worth the effort?

ÂThey lack the talent to succeed at the college level

ÂThey lack the work ethic to succeed



The Multicultural Emerging Scholars Program 

(MESP)

Â The MESP Summer Bridge and Living Learning Community 

program is designed for first-year students to help them make 

the academic, social and cultural transition from high school 

to college, and inspire academic achievement in college-level 

courses. 


